






Register Now for “Joy in the Lord” Senior Adult VBS!
Senior Adult Vacation Bible School began at Parkway Heights TEN years ago! With the exception of those problematic 
COVID years, we have held the event every year! Ed Kilbourne was our �rst-ever leader. Ed had so much fun at our event, 
that he proceeded to take the idea to many other churches, leading seniors in VBS events across the South.

This year’s Senior Adult VBS, “Joy in the Lord,” will take place Monday, Aug. 4, through Wednesday, Aug. 6, in Founders 
Hall. Our speaker will be Rev. Dr. Larry Hilliard, who serves as superintendent of the Mississippi UMC Gulf Pines District, 

overseeing church leadership and development across the region. Our music leader for 
the week will be Dr. Taylor Hightower, minister of music at Main Street United Methodist 
Church in Hattiesburg. 

During Senior Adult VBS, participants will enjoy singing, fellowship and great food, in addition 
to the ministry sessions. Our mission focus for the week will be Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center; we will collect items to build birthday cake kits for food pantry recipients.

Registration is open now! Pick up a brochure in the Atrium or register online at 
parkwayheights.org/calendar. Senior Adult VBS is a FREE event; however, the option for 
lunch is o�ered for $12 per day.

Renew Your Spirit at June 9 Event 
Come experience a bit of rest, renewal, 
and reconnection at a special soul-care 
gathering inspired by the new devotional 
“With God in Every Breath” by Whitney R. 
Simpson.

This event is a gentle invitation to pause and be refreshed 
through sacred stillness and spiritual care. Together, we’ll 
slow down and make space to breathe deeply, re�ect 
intentionally and connect with God through guided 
meditation, breath work and a bit of encouragement. 

Whether you’re feeling weary or simply longing for a 
quiet moment of peace in your life, this gathering o�ers 
space for your soul to be renewed. All are welcome! Feel 
free to bring a friend, and we recommend you dress 
comfortably. 

Please sign up for this free event at parkwayheights.org/
calendar. 

Soul Care & Book Signing
Monday, June 9 at Parkway Heights UMC
5:30- 6:30 p.m.: Soul Care in the Youth Chapel
6:30-7:30 p.m.: Book Signing & Refreshments

Meet Youth Intern Zoe Burris 
We are excited to welcome Zoe Burris as our new 
Youth Ministry intern. Zoe has already jumped right in 
by leading worship during our Kidnap Retreat.

Zoe, who is from Biloxi, is a  
graduate of Biloxi High School 
and a current student at South-
ern Miss. She will be entering her 
sophomore year as a psychology 
undergrad with a minor in child 
advocacy studies. She is involved 
with Luckyday, Southern Miss 
Honors College and the Wesley 
Foundation on campus. She  

currently serves as vocal coordinator at the Wesley 
and is also interning at the Wesley this summer. She 
has been connecting with the youth group this past 
year, helping lead worship for them on several occa-
sions. You may remember Zoe’s brother Josh, who 
worked at Parkway Heights as well.

“I have had the privilege of leading worship for the 
youth group, with family and friends,” Zoe said. “Every 
time I feel connected to what God is doing within 
this ministry, so when Alex approached me with the 
opportunity, I was con�dent that God was leading 
me here.”

Zoe Burris 



OUTREACH
Last Call for Baby Bottles 
for Hope Clinic
Did you take a baby bottle for the 
Baby Bottle Boomerang fundraiser for 
Hope Clinic? If so, please remember 
to turn in your bottle (full or empty, 
but preferably with cash or check!) to 
church by Sunday, June 15. Thank you 
for supporting this local organization 
that provides hope, counseling and 
other services to women and families 
who face unexpected pregnancies.

This Summer’s  
Communion Offerings
The communion offering collected in 
June will go to the mission offering 
at the Mississippi UMC Annual Con-
ference. It will support community 
centers, such as Edwards Street, and 
camps, such as Camp Wesley Pines. 

The communion offering for July will 
support our Hattiesburg High School 
partnership.

To give to these offerings, please 
designate it on your check or select 
“communion offering” if you give at 
parkwayheights.org/give. THANKS!

Honduras Mission Trip
For many years, Parkway Heights has 
supported Baptist Medical and Dental 
Mission International’s mission trips to 
Honduras. BMDMI has rebranded and 
is now known as Commissioned  
International. The village mission 
team, led by Warren and Carolyn 
Hood, is traveling on their annual trip 
June 3-9. 

On 
Sunday, 
June 1, 
we prayed 
over 
some of 
the team 
members 
during 
the 8:30 a.m. worship service. Please 
continue to pray for this group as they 
serve as a catalyst for the ongoing  
ministry in the area as a means to 
meet physical needs, but also as a 
platform to share the gospel.

COMMUNITY

Hattiesburg High School Partnership
Over the years, Parkway Heights has shown our support of the Hattiesburg High 
School marching band by providing meals for the band students during summer 
band camp and before home football games. This year’s band camp is July 21-
25. We’ll need your help, so watch for sign-up opportunities.

Don’t Miss These FestivalSouth Events
FestivalSouth, the largest project of the Hattiesburg Concert Association, is 
an annual, multi-week festival presenting a variety of musical and other arts- 
related entertainment that aims to transcend social, cultural and economic 
lines. Parkway Heights has been involved with FestivalSouth for many years, 
often serving as the venue for concerts and activities. 

This year, Parkway Heights will be the host site for “Incomparable! — Romance 
and Reverie Featuring Steinway Artist Robert Holm” on Friday, June 20, at 3 p.m. 

We are also excited for our own Sam Bruton, who will perform “TICKLED PINK: 
The Music of Mancini” with his jazz ensemble on Friday, June 6, at 3 p.m. at 
the Hattiesburg Cultural Center. From the sly, unmistakable charm of The Pink 
Panther theme to the romantic sweep of “Moon River,” each of Mancini’s pieces 
draws you closer into a world where sophistication meets wonder.

Tickets are $25 for each of these events and can be purchased at festivalsouth.org. 

Carey Dinner Theatre
Back for its for the 51st anniversary 
season, William Carey University’s  
renowned Carey Dinner Theatre 
returns this summer July 10-26. This 
year, the students will perform “Clue: 
the Musical,” based on the classic 
board game. 

Admission is $40, which includes 
dinner, show and tax. Dinner begins 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Joe & Virginia Tatum 
Theatre, and the show follows each 
night, except Sundays and Mondays. 
For reservations, call 601.318.6218. The 
theatre box office is open 10 a.m.-  
6 p.m. beginning June 30.

Keith led the congregation in 
praying over the Honduras team.



Summer Kickoff
May was a marathon of a month, but 
our students slid right through it at 
our End-of-the-School-Year Summer 
Kickoff. With a giant water slide and Slip 
‘n Slide kickball, our youth had fun in 
the sun as they let out the end-of-the-
school-year feels. Here’s to summer!

LOOKING AHEAD TO JULY

Quatro de Mayo SN@P
What’s better than Cinco de Mayo? Quatro de Mayo with our PHUMC seniors, of 
course. Our youth group got together at Papito’s Grill to enjoy some Mexican food 
while honoring our senior class of 2025. Our seniors shared favorite memories and 
lessons learned with our underclassmen as a final goodbye to our youth group. 

Kidnap Retreat
Five “kidnapees” were  

welcomed into our youth 
group with the annual  

Kidnap Retreat, held this year 
in Gulf Shores, AL,  

May 31-June 3.

The five “kidnapees” shared their 

favorite parts of the retreat.

Color War Olympics is an annual 
tradition on the Kidnap trip. 

Above, Evan Bolster was wrapped 
as a burrito during a relay race.

Sixty youth and adults took part in 
this year’s annual Kidnap Retreat. 

YOUTH

Cultivate Retreat
A group of 10th-12th graders are taking 
on camping and rock climbing in  
Colorado June 23-28, as we end a 
year of Cultivate. Led by Bill Blair and 
Rocks to Rivers, our high schoolers 
will spend a full week in the mountains 
and close out our study focused on 
reimagining our relationship with God 
through redefining what it means to 
partner with God. Please pray for our 
students as they travel and continue 
to dig deeper into owning their faith! 

seniors at their last SN@P Quatro de Mayo party at Papito’s Grill

Geyser Falls Water Park 
Day: June 11
Our teenagers are taking on Geyser Falls 
water park for the day on Wednesday, 
June 11, with a full day trip to  
Philadelphia, MS. Register your 
student today by using this QR code! 
Deadline for registra-
tion and payment is 
Monday, June 9. Reach 
out to Alex if you’d like 
to chaperone.  

•	 July 13, 20 & 27 - Summer 
SN@Ps - locations TBA

•	 July 14-16 - Local Missions 
Week (morning service work)



CHILDREN

PHUMC NURSERY
Jesus loves the little children, and so 
do our nursery staff members!  
Pictured above, Rhodes Marshall, 
son of Myers and Jessie Marshall and 
great-grandson of Bobbie Marshall, 
played in the church nursery.

Letters for Campers
Camp Wesley Pines is a United 
Methodist camp and retreat center 
located in Copiah County that seeks 
to cultivate faith, grow leaders, form 
authentic community and develop a 
love of the outdoors. Several children 
from Parkway Heights will attend 
summer camp at Wesley Pines during 
the week of June 23-28. 

If you would like to send a note of 
encouragement for the children to 
receive at camp, please bring it to 
the Welcome Desk by Sunday, June 
22. Children attending camp include:

Older Elementary - full week
Mia Carter
Brooks Lewellyn
Darcie Mann
Aubrey Thompson
Eliza Thompson

Younger Elementary - half week
Matthew Davenport
Wes Folkes
Connor Godbold
Brynn Lewellyn

WILD LIFE VBS: JUNE 16-19WILD LIFE VBS: JUNE 16-19

Vacation Bible School is almost here! Wild Life VBS is a 4-day adventure 
where kids will discover how special they are to God and how WILD it is 
that they can share their story, use their gifts, spend time with God and 
spend time with others. 

VBS will be held June 16-19, 8:45-11:45 a.m. You are 
not too late to register your child! Children age four 
(by September 1, 2025) through rising sixth graders 
are invited to participate. (Fifth and sixth graders 
will serve as helpers.) Register on our website at 
parkwayheights.org/calendar.

Invite a friend or neighbor to come for a WILD time!

Pentecost Parade
Pentecost will be celebrated on 
Sunday, June 8, with a parade in the 
Sanctuary service! Our children will 
meet in the Narthex at 10:40 a.m. 
before processing with red ribbons 
during the first hymn in the late 
service. Let your children wear red if 
they have it!

SUMMER
SWIM 

PARTIES

•	 The Loft kids (all rising 
5th-6th graders) are 
invited to a Swim Party 
on Sunday, July 13, 
from 5 until 7 p.m., at 
the home of David and 
Anita Johnson, 108 
Greenwood Place in 
Hattiesburg. Stay tuned 
for details!

•	 A Children’s Swim Party 
for ALL kids will be 
held Sunday, July 20, 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
Hattiesburg Racquet 
Club. Mark your 
calendar!

Watch for dates to be  
announced later this summer for 

Promotion Sunday and  
Blessing of the Backpacks!

CONGRATS, EE GRADUATES!
Early Encounters held its Pre-K  
graduation ceremony on May 29.



PH HAPPENINGS

SENIOR SUNDAY: MAY 4
We honored and celebrated our high school seniors on Sunday, May 4. We prayed over the seniors during the Founders Hall  
service (far left); and the students, such as Caroline Morris and Mason Brady (middle), participated in worship during the  
Sanctuary service. The juniors served a breakfast to the seniors in between worship services. It was a wonderful day in the life of 
our church family.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS
Parkway Heights provided breakfast for the teachers and staff at Woodley Elementary 
School on Monday, May 5. We also served breakfast to the Hattiesburg High School  
faculty on Wednesday, May 7. Thanks to our volunteers for your help!

FIRST WEDNESDAY LUNCH
James Moore was the guest 
speaker at the May 7 First 
Wednesday Lunch held at Main 
Street UMC.

FRIENDS OF WESLEY DINNER
Yes, he can cook food other than 
burgers! Keith represented PHUMC 
in the Friends of Wesley Chili Cook-
off in Founders Hall on May 1.

NEW MEMBERS
Let’s give a big welcome to Jim 
and Winnie Crowder, who joined 
Parkway Heights as new members 
on June 1! We’re happy to have you!

WOMEN IN 
MINISTRY
On Sunday,  
June 1, we not 
only approved 
new member Alise 
Stringer’s  
candidacy for  
ministry, she also 
led several parts of 
the worship  
service. We’re 
proud of you, Alise!



Prayer Concerns 
Junior Freeman, Becky Grantham, 
Jerry Phillips, Jim Roberts, Benson 
St. Louis and Evelyn Stone

Sympathy To...
- Bryan Waltman, on the death of his 
mother, Phyllis Waltman 
- Susan Wallace and Trey Wallace, 
on the death of Susan’s father and 
Trey’s grandfather, Willis Raynes

Mail RoomMail Room
Dear Parkway Heights UMC Friends,

In the midst of May’s celebrations 
— from graduation to Mother’s 
Day, and from wedding season to 
summer vacation — we celebrate 
you and your generous compassion 
for neighbors who are simply trying 
to survive. Thank you for making life 
brighter, healthier and more stable for 
the many adults and children in our 
community who visit Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center each month.

Meet “Julie,” a bubbly young woman in 
her 20s. A retail employee, Julie faced 
days when she could barely work due 
to low energy and severe monthly 
cramps. Julie makes a low hourly 
income at a job that does not provide 
health insurance. After paying for her 
housing, transportation, food and 
utilities, she couldn’t afford to visit a 
medical clinic. A co-worker told Julie 
about Fellowship Health Clinic. When 

Wes and Parkway Heights,

Thank you so much for opening your 
doors to us for our Dance Stars recital. 
Your kindness and support allowed our 
young dancers to celebrate their hard 
work with a memorable performance. 
We’re truly grateful for the opportunity 
to use your space and for your 
continued support of our program.

Warmly,
Samantha Sherrill
Stretch-n-Grow of Greater Jackson, MS

she arrived at the free clinic last year, 
Julie — who is 5’5” tall — weighed 
99 pounds. During her appointment 
with the clinic’s volunteer physician 
and case manager, it was determined 
that Julie had anemia and was dealing 
with food insecurity. The physician 
prescribed a regimen of high calorie 
nutrition drinks and an appetite 
stimulant medication, provided by 
the clinic. Additionally, the clinic team 
referred Julie to the Edwards Street 
food pantry for monthly grocery 
assistance. In less than ten months, 
Julie has gone from being severely 
underweight to a healthy weight of 
142 pounds!

To the Fellowship Health Clinic 
patients and the food pantry clients 
who receive help and hope through 
the ministries of Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center, you and your 
generosity are worth celebrating. 
Thank you for providing hope to 

UMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Please pray for the Mississippi UMC 
Annual Conference,taking place June 
4-7. Laity from the state participated 
in an online laity executive session 
on May 29. To view a recording of this 
session, visit mississippi-umc.org. 

Men’s Ministry  
Summer Gatherings

PHUMC men, join us for the June 
and July Men’s Ministry gatherings. 
On Thursday, June 19, the group 
will meet at Don Chuy’s at 6 p.m. 
On Friday, July 18, they will gather 

at Gold 
Post. 
All men 
are 
invited! 
Come 
and 
get to 
know 
each  
other 
better!

In May, the men ate at Dan’s 
Diner.

neighbors who need a helping hand.

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
– Galatians 6:2 (NIV)

With Gratitude for You, 
Ann McCullen 
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

MISC.
Pillars of Pillars of 

parkway heightsparkway heights
ROOTED 
•	 Scripture is God-inspired and  

authoritative.
•	 The Holy Spirit comes to 

unsettle us.

COMMITTED 
•	 Relationships are a means of 

grace.
•	 Community is more important 

than consensus.

TRANSFORMED 
•	 Transformative communities 

are intentional.
•	 We are a work in progress, 

seeking holiness.
•	 The church’s proclamation of 

the gospel is an invitation.



Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

David Sellers, Associate Pastor

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Alex Doleac, Director of Youth &  
Family Ministries

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &  
Family Ministries

Sunday Worship Times:
 

8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service 
in Founders Hall

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service  
in Sanctuary

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Our website: Our app:

Hold your cell phone’s camera over 
these QR codes to activate them.

Give online: Stephen Ministry:

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL 
BE CLOSED FRIDAY, JULY 4 
FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911


