


CULTIVATE COLORADO RETREAT: JUNE 23�28 
In case you missed it, this year’s Cultivate Class of 2025 ended their yearlong 
journey with an incredible trip out West to Colorado, led by Bill Blair, owner 
of Rocks to Rivers, LLC. After over 12 miles of hiking at elevations between 
12,500-14,000+ feet on Mt. Harvard and camping in some pretty cold  
conditions, this crew had an AMAZING trip together. We are excited to see 
the ways God continues to cultivate the work he’s begun in our community 
together and super proud of these high schoolers for their hard work and grit 
out in the wild! 

MISSION WEEK: JULY 14�16
Our students partnered with some of our local nonpro�t organizations here 

in Hattiesburg to serve and support their ministries this summer during 
Mission Week. From packing food and pallets with Extra Table to cleaning up 
the Bouie River in kayaks with Pinebelt Blueways to sorting clothes for foster 

parents with Pinebelt Foster Resources, our students put in some sweat  
equity to serve those around them. Here’s to serving locally and being a part 

of the missions in action in our Hattiesburg hometown!

MUGSHOTS & MOVIE NIGHT WITH MAIN ST.
As a fun way to end Mission Week, our youth group 
joined forces with Main Street United Methodist 
Church’s Youth Ministry to enjoy dinner together at 
Mugshots, followed by a trip to the movies to see 
“How To Train Your Dragon.” We had a blast meeting 
new friends and enjoying some summer community 
before heading back to school. 

SUMMER SN�Ps
Our youth enjoyed SN@P in summer style this July, enjoying pool nights, pickleball and even ice cream trucks as 
we soaked up some summer fun together. Huge thanks to the Nortons, the Doleacs, and the Reeds for hosting us 
this summer! We also held a mini discussion series called “This Is My Story,” where we talked about the ways that 
God uses unexpected twists and turns in our stories to bring about a greater story being written. During our last 

summer SN@P, we were blessed by Coach Lonny Schraeder coming to share his powerful testimony.

Summer RecapSummer Recap



YOUTH

Confirmation to Start August 10 

The next confirmation journey for middle school students 
will begin on Sunday, Aug. 10, with an orientation for 

confirmands, parents and mentors 
to be held at 9:40 a.m. in the Youth 
Chapel. We have a great group of 
six confirmands this year! Please 
be in prayer for these young people 
as they begin their confirmation 
journey.

CHILDREN

“Student Section” at PHUMC  
Tailgate Party

Our youth tailgate tent theme for the PHUMC Fall 
Kickoff on August 13 will be “STUDENT SECTION!” 
All youth and parents are encouraged to come 
decked out in your own school’s colors and props to  

represent our PHUMC student section! 

PARENTS - If you can provide a side dish for our tent, 
please email alexdoleac@parkwayheights.org or text 
601.522.6164. In addition, IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP 
SET UP AND “MAN” OUR TENT, ALEX IS LOOKING FOR 

ADULT HELPERS AND WOULD LOVE YOUR HELP! 

Register Now 
for Fall Retreat 

Registration is now live 
for “The Awakening,” 

our Fall Retreat,  
September 20-21, at 

Lake Forest Ranch. Use 
the QR code in the 

graphic at right. Since 
this is a joint retreat 

with other churches, 
limited spots are  

available, so sign up 
now! Cost is $110.  

Dine & Dodge: August 17 

Is there a better way to kick off fall chaos than with a little 
dodgeball? Mark your calendars for our Youth Fall Kickoff, 
Dine & Dodge, on Sunday, Aug. 17, 5-7:30 p.m., where we’ll 
have an epic series of dodgeball challenges, as we begin a 
new school year together. In addition, as a special treat, we 
will enjoy the Twillie Philly Food Truck! Students can expect 
to enjoy a selection of Philly cheesesteaks, chicken wings, 
hamburgers and sandwiches for dinner. We only ask you 
give $5 to help cover costs! It’s gonna be a (dodge)BALL!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! D-GROUPS RETURN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20! 
WATCH FOR INFO FROM YOUR D-GROUP LEADER!

Acolyte Training: August 17 & 31
Children in third through sixth grades are invited to serve in the 10:45 a.m.  
worship service as acolytes. Is your child interested? Join us for an acolyte interest/
training meeting on either Sunday, Aug. 17, OR Sunday, Aug. 31, at 
9 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Training will last about 30 minutes. Please 
register in Sunday’s bulletin or email Lesley at lesleyellison@ 
parkwayheights.org. Returning acolytes are not required to attend, 
but they may choose to if they would like a refresher!

STAY TUNED... 
Bible Black Belts will be 

back on Sunday nights, 
starting in September!



CHILDREN

Children’s Summer Fun

Children processed 
by waving “fire” 
ribbons during the 
10:45 a.m. service 
on Pentecost  
Sunday, June 8, to 
symbolize the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.

It was a “WILD” few days at Parkway Heights during WILD LIFE Vacation Bible School June 16-19. Thank you to 
everyone who gave their time, talents and resources to make VBS a fantastic week!

Our Camp Wesley Pines campers had fun growing their faith and  
forming friendships at summer camp this year. Thank you to everyone 

who wrote notes to them and lifted them in prayer.

Our Loft kids beat the heat at 
a pool party hosted by David 
and Anita Johnson on July 13. 

Children and their families also 
gathered at the Racquet Club for 

a swim party on July 20.

It’s already “back-to-school” time! We gathered in worship on July 27 to pray for and bless our children and 
teachers as they return to the classroom. It was a wonderful day as our children and youth helped lead worship, 

and we also began a new year of Sunday School!



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
SUMMER PROJECTS  We’ve had a lot of facility improvements happening this 
summer. On June 10, the kitchen received a new air conditioning unit, which required a 
crane to lift! We’ve also had work done on the front breezeway and parking lot. Coming 
soon, we’ll have a Prayer Room renovation and a new roof on the Berry House!

SECURITY TEAM  Our Security Team honored 
their fearless leader, Sid Collins, by dressing as him for 
their training session earlier this summer. Big thanks 
to this team of volunteers for their service!

SOUL CARE EVENT  There was a great turnout for 
“With God in Every Breath,” our soul care event led by 
Whitney Simpson on June 9. Everyone experienced rest, 
renewal and encouragement.

COLLEGE + YOUNG ADULTS  On July 7, 
Parkway Heights’ college students and young 
adults gathered for some food and fellowship 
at the home of Stewart and Susan Eaton. A 
good time was had by all!

CELEBRATING JUNIOR  The church staff took  
Junior Freeman out to lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings 
for his 71st birthday on Tuesday, July 1.

WELCOME!  We would like to extend a warm welcome to Lisa Mason-Burkett, as she has officially 
joined Parkway Heights UMC! Our congregation is happy to have you as a member of our church 
family, Lisa!

HHS BREAKFAST  Parkway Heights was happy to partner with others to provide 
a Back-to-School Breakfast for the teachers and staff at Hattiesburg High on July 30. 
Thank you to Thu Sellers for always leading these efforts!



Mail RoomMail Room
Dear Parkway Heights UMC Friends,

During this busy summer at Edwards 
Street Fellowship Center, we are 
celebrating you and our community 
partners for making life brighter for all 
who enter our doors.

FOOD PANTRY: In the first half of 
2025, our pantry served an average 
of 1,940 households (representing 
6,114 individuals) per month. With 
more than 120 tons of food already 
distributed this year, we joyfully 
received more than four thousand 
pounds of fresh-from-the-field corn 
and potatoes from the Covington 
County ministry, Seeds of Hope, in 
June and July!

FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: 
According to countyhealthrankings.
org, 40% of adults in Mississippi 
are obese. Our free clinic is excited 
to receive grant funding from the 
Forge AHEAD Center to provide fresh 
produce for 10 of our patients for one 
year. As we track the impact of access 
to fresh veggies and fruit for these 
patients, we anticipate seeing their 
improved weight, blood pressure and 
blood sugar levels over the coming 
year.

THRIFT STORE: With a bevy of 
volunteers investing their time and 
organizational skills every week, our 
store’s book area is a drawing card 
for readers of all ages. In addition to 
selling low-priced books, clothing and 
much more, our store also provides 
benevolence items to neighbors in 
need based on referrals from social 
service agency case managers.  

Your compassionate support helps 
us share God’s love in meaningful 
ways every day. We offer thanks for 
you and the difference you make 
for thousands of individuals in our 
community!

August  
Calendar of Events

AUGUST 4-6, 9:30 a.m. - Senior 
Adult Vacation Bible School

AUGUST 7, 10 a.m. - Claiborne 
Heights worship service at 
The Claiborne

AUGUST 7, 12:30 p.m. - UWF 
Outreach Circle meeting

AUGUST 10, 5 p.m. - Youth 
parent and volunteer meeting

AUGUST 11, 10 a.m. - Study on 
the Lord’s Prayer begins

AUGUST 13, 10 a.m. - UWF 
Bevill/Vickery Circle meeting

AUGUST 13, 5:30 p.m. - Tailgate 
Party fall kickoff

AUGUST 14  - Office staff out of 
office for staff development

AUGUST 17, 9 a.m. - Acolyte 
training session

AUGUST 17, 11:45 a.m. - Church 
leadership committee 
meetings, followed by 
Church Council meeting

AUGUST 17, 5 p.m. - Youth Fall 
Kickoff - Dine & Dodge

AUGUST 17, 5:30 p.m. - Keith’s 
study on 1 John begins

AUGUST 20 - Youth D-Groups 
begin

AUGUST 28, 6 p.m. - Men’s 
Meal & Fellowship

AUGUST 31, 9 a.m. - Acolyte 
training session

“In the same way, let your light shine 
before people, so they can see the good 
things you do and praise your Father 
who is in heaven.” ~ Matthew 5:16

With Gratitude for You, 

Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PLEASE NOTE
On Thursday, Aug. 14, the church 
staff will be out of the office for a staff 
development meeting. We apologize 
for any inconvenience this may cause. 
However, a volunteer will be present 
at the church to answer phone calls.

PHUMC Finances 
 
May 2025 
Income ...................................... $112,639 
Expenses .................................. $133,587 
Net ................................................ $(20,948) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income ...................................... $647,599 
Expenses .................................. $603,939 
Net ................................................... $43,660 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ............ $685,907 
Actual Income ..................... $647,599 
Budget Deficit ........................ $38,308

Our website: Our app:

Give online: Stephen Ministry:



Prayer Concerns
Benson St. Louis and Evelyn Stone

Sympathy To...
- Richie Lewis and family on the 
death of his father, Fred Lewis 

- Michael Reed and family on the 
death of his mother, Jorita Malone 

- the family of Becky Grantham 

- Richard Walsh and family on the 
death of his mother, Norma Walsh 

- Helen Erickson on the death of her 
husband, Paul 

- Diane Zachary on the death of her 
father, Bob Martin

Praise for...
- the birth of Blair Emerson Grant, 
born to Ragan and Lauren Grant on 
July 26, 2025

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

David Sellers, Associate Pastor

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &  
Family Ministries

Sunday Worship Times:
 

8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service 
in Founders Hall

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service  
in Sanctuary

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”


